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It must be especially remembered that Hyrcanus
did not care about his sacred and priestly position;
and in consequence of the Syrian coins which he took
as a model bearing the name of a king, he also issued
pieces with his own name; and also there being a
sufficient quantity of silver and large copper current
in Judaea, that he contented himself with issuing only
the small pieces attributed to him. His successors, for
the same reasons, followed his example, and Antigonus
doubtless struck larger pieces from having been restored
to the throne by the aid of the Parthians, with whose
coinage his pieces also agree. The small coinage of
Parthia, averaging 32 grains, may also have offered an
inducement to Hyrcanus to issue pieces of this weight.
The small pieces of the years " two " and " three " of
the Revolt weigh* from 54 to 43 grains, and if these small
coins were found sufficient for these years, together with
the coins of Eleazar and Simon Nasi, how is it that in
the fourth year of the Revolt such a fine new coinage with
specific denomination was issued ? I do not think that
this question can receive any satisfactory answer. The
table given above, in my opinion, gives as reasonable a
view of the subject as can be expected after such an
interval of time.
6. That a copper coinage should be introduced at the
fourth year of Simon seems to me extremely probable. I
have not much doubt that Simon commenced striking
coins at the end of b.c. 143, when the people of Israel
began to write in their instruments and contracts, 'c In
the first year of Simon the high-priest, the governor and
leader of the Jews," an opinion I have already suggested
and inclined to.^7 In the fourth year (Ann. SeL 174,
w JSist. of Jewish Coinage, p. 41, note.

